The dining room’s whimsical
floral wallpaper worked

with the existing stained
glass windows and served

as inspiration for other jewel
tones used throughout the
house. Wallpaper by House of
Hackney, NewWall; chandelier,

- Union Lighting & Decor.
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The living room palette is decidedly
light. “There’s a nice transition moving
from the dark kitchen to the bright sitting
area,” says homeowner Jenna Botrie.
Sconces, Rejuvenation; mirror, Crate &
Barrel; fireplace insert, Omega Mantels;
vintage coffee table, Guff Furniture.
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DESIGNER OLIVIA BOTRIE
BRINGS WHIMSY AND COLOUR
TO HER SISTER'S HOME IN
TORONTO'S EAST END.




I Designer Olivia
Botrie (left) and
her sister, Jenna.
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SOME SAY BUSINESS AND FAMILY don’t mix but, for
Jenna and Olivia Botrie of Toronto design firm Dart Studio,
it’s just another day at the office. “Olivia’s the designer
and I handle the business side of things,” says Jenna, who
recruited sister Olivia to renovate her own home. “Olivia
knows what we like, so it was easy to hand over our trust.”

In 2018, Jenna and her husband, Matt Shadbolt, who works
in wealth management, purchased their home in Toronto’s
Danforth neighbourhood knowing it needed a renovation.
Though the transitional brick house had great bones, it
was dark and had an impractical layout for a busy family.
“When you walked in the door, there was nowhere to put
your stuff,” says Jenna. “Instead of a front hall closet there
was a tiny powder room.” With Jenna about to welcome
baby number three, they knew they were going to need more
space and better flow.

By 2022, they were ready to get started. The sisters, along
with the team at Dart Studio, spent six months planning
arenovation that would bring function, feeling and lots
of practical storage to the home. Once construction began,
it took eight months to complete.
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“We invested in custom millwork

so we could get the most bang

for our buck,” says!]enna of the new
cabinets in the kitchen. Millwork
(throughout), D & | Manufacturing Co.;
vent hood fabrication, Tyler-Williams;
faucet, Roman Bath Centre.
OPPOSITE, TOP RIGHT: “Having
stools at the island was a big debate
but, ultimately, we decided to go
without,” says Jenna. “Now, there’s
lots of space to move around.”
Construction, Cornerbrook
Construction; counters, Cosentino.
OPPOSITE, BOTTOM RIGHT:
Putty-hued trim and wainscotting
grounds the dining room.
Wainscotting colour, Dovetail
(SW.7018), Sherwin-Williams.
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JENNA IS FUN AND ENERGETIC,
AND | WANTED THE SPACE

1O REFL EC TREREEE
— Olivia Bolrie, designer
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The principal bedroom is

painted arich aubergine. S
“We wanted the walls to
bring a moment of drama,”
says Olivia. Chandelier,
Union Lighting & Decor;
wall colour, Brinjal (222),
Farrow & Ball.

For a video tour of Jenna’s hame,
visit houseandhome.com/sept2024



BELOW LEFT: The kids bathroom is light and bright with watery blue and white tile
and a hard-wearing vanity. Wall tile, Stone Tile; light fixture, Mitzi: mirror, Renwil.
BELOW RIGHT: A punchy shower curtain adds a pop of pattern. Shower curtain, Anthropologie.
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Jenna’s focus was on making the main floor great. This
meant moving the powder room and carving out a proper
entry with a dedicated space for coats and shoes, relocating
the entrance to the basement stairs for better flow, and
building an addition to create space for an open kitchen,
banquette and living room. “With three kids at home, it’s
important to have good sight lines,” says Jenna. “When I'm
in the kitchen, I can see them no matter where they are.”

Next, they had to create a vibe. “Jenna is fun and
energetic, and I wanted the space to reflect that,” says
Olivia. A whimsical floral wallpaper in the dining room was
originally selected for the powder room but, when Jenna
and Matt saw it, they wanted to go bigger. “We loved it
and suggested using it in the dining room,” says Jenna.
The wallpaper’s jewel tones set the colour palette for
the rest of the house, with a rich aubergine drenching the
walls of the principal bedroom and pale blue tile in the
kids bathroom. Brass lighting, hardware and plumbing
fixtures add to the jewel box appeal.
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The moody kitchen was inspired by a past Dart
Studio project Jenna loved. (For the video tour of Jenna’s
inspiration kitchen, visit houseandhome.com/sept2024).
“I liked the idea of a dark kitchen that felt warm,” says
Jenna. The custom cabinets were painted in Studio Green
by Farrow & Ball, a new reeded wood island was brought
in and brass elements such as the faucet, hardware and
vent hood cladding added extra warmth. A pantry and
hidden appliance garage provided much-needed storage
and functionality.

At the back of the house, a wall of sliding glass doors
floods the space with natural light. The sliders are often open
during the warmer months, providing easy access to the
backyard, and a new fireplace insert in the living area, one of
Jenna’s wish list items, creates a cosy main-floor hub in fall
and winter. “This is where everyone ends up gathering,” says
Jenna. “It’s close to the food and right in the middle of the
action,” adds Olivia. “It’s what makes this the perfect house
for entertaining friends — and family!”
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“We invested in custom millwork

so we could get the most bang

for our buck,” says/|enna of the new
cabinets in the kitchen. Millwork
(throughout), D & | Manufacturing Co.;
vent hoad fabrication, Tyler-Williams;
faucet, Roman Bath Centre.
OPPOSITE, TOP RIGHT: “Having
stools at the island was a big debate
but, ultimately, we decided to go
without,” says Jenna. “Now, there’s
lots of space to move around.”
Construction, Cornerbrook
Construction; counters, Cosentino.
OPPOSITE, BOTTOM RIGHT:
Putty-hued trim and wainscotting
grounds the dining room.
Wainscotting colour, Dovetail

(SW 7018), Sherwin-Williams.
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